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Cooperative  extension  work  in  agriculture  and  home  economics  includes 
activities  for  men,  for  women,  and  for  "boys  and  girls.   The  line  of  demarcation 
"between  these  groups  has  for  many  years  been  rather  distinct. 

Within  comparatively  recent  years,  however,  extension  agents  throughout 
the  country  have  turned  their  attention  to  a  certain  group  of  rural  folks  which 
does  not  readily  classify  itself  in  any  of  those  mentioned  above.   This  group 
might  he  listed  as  "Rural  Young  People  above  4-H  Club  Age." 

The  State  club  leader  and  the  county  extension  agent,  particularly,  have 
given  consideration  to  this  group  for  three  rather  definite  reasons; 

First:   The  agent  is  often  confronted  with  the  question  of  what 
extension  work  can  "be  done  "by  rural  young  people  from  20  to  24  or  25  years  of 
age.   Some  one  has  described  this  group  as  being  "between  hay  and  grass,"  too 
old  to  begin  4-H  club  work,  and  almost  too  immature  to  be  actively  engaged  in 
adult  extension  activities. 

Second:   The  tendency  in  some  of  the  States  to  change  the  age 
limits  in  4-H  club  work,  particularly  in  the  livestock  and  farm  crops  projects, 
from  the  10  to  18  year  limit  to  the  12  to  20  inclusive  year  limit. 

Third:   The  high  mortality  in  the  older  age  groups  of  4-H  club 
members,  namely  those  above  18  years  of  age. 

It  is  apparent  that  many  4-H  club  members  reach  their  fullest  develop- 
ment at  about  the  same  time  that  the  maximum  club  age  is  reached,  and  thus  the 
extension  agent  is  often  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  these  trained  cooperators 
just  as  they  attain  the  ability  to  render  most  efficient  service  in  extension 
work. 

Many  extension  agents  have  attempted  to  meet  this  matter  by  urging  these 
young  people  to  become  local  leaders  of  4-H  clubs.   This  method  cares  for  a 
certain  number  of  former  4-H  club  members  and  others  but  does  not  reach  the 
large  number  who  are  not  in  club  work,  who  have  not  been  in  club  work  and  for 
various  reasons  can  not  enroll  in  4-H  club  work.   It  appears  then  that  some 
other  or  new  type  of  work  for  this  particular  group  must  be  found.   In  an  at- 
tempt to  bring  together  available  information  pertaining  to  this  matter,  atten- 
tion is  called  to  extension  activities  along  this  line  which  are  being  carried 
on  in  certain  of  the  States. 

DISTRIBUTION;   A  copy  of  this  circular  has  been  sent  to  extension  directors  and 
libraries  of  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations  in  all  States  and 
to  State  club  leaders,  assistant  State  club  leaders  and  county  club  agents  in 
the  Central  States.  : 
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Connecticut  has  for  several  years  "been  organizing  what  is  called  there 
Young  Farmers'  Clubs.   This  plan  was  worked  out  "by  the  State  extension  special- 
ist in  farm  management,  P.  L.  Putnam,  and  the  State  club  leader,  A.  J.  Brundage. 
Several  counties  in  Connecticut  now  boast  this  organization.   The  farm  manage- 
ment specialist  comments  on  the  work  of  these  clubs  as  follows: 

"Through  our  Young  Farmers'  Club  we  are  reaching  the  most  hopeful  farm- 
ing material  with  extension  work  while  it  is  still  in  the  formative  period. 
The  members  are  young  men  ranging  in  age  from  IS  to  30  years;  part  of  them  are 
managing  their  own  farms,  the  rest  are  associated  with  their  fathers  in  the 
management  of  the  farm. 

"The  members  of  the  Young  Farmers'  Clubs  are  working  for  a  standard  of 
living  on  the  farm  that  will  compare  well  with  the  opportunities  offered  in 
other  lines  of  "business.   They  believe  in  wholesome  recreation,  literature, 
music,  and  other  educational  things  that  mean  a  well-rounded  life.   To  get 
these  things  they  know  they  must  first  be  successful  farmers.   They  treat  farm- 
ing as  a  lousiness  and  are  not  content  with  mastering  only  the  production  side, 
out  study  the  marketing  and  economic  side  as  well.   Each  member  keeps  a  com- 
plete set  of  farm  accounts  which  serve  as  a  oasis  for  a  study  of  the  farm 
lousiness  and  the  working  out  of  plans  for  improvement.   The  members  analyze 
the  "business  on  successful  farms  in  the  State.   One  day  a  year  is  spent  in 
visiting  farms  which  have  heen  particularly  successful  in  working  out  the 
problems  that  they  have  found  particularly  pressing.  Business  conditions  are 
analyzed  in  regard  to  their  relation  to  agriculture. 

"There  is  no  "better  way  to  explain  the  detail  work  carried  on  in  the 
Young  Farmers'  Clubs  than  by  outlining  the  history  of  one  of  these  clubs. 

"The  Middlesex  County  Young  Farmers'  Club  started  as  a  junior  project 
with  seven  members,  trnt  it  has  developed  into  an  adult  group  of  32  members. 
As  the  members  of  the  club  put  it,  'Membership  is  open  to  any  farmer  in  the 
county  who  has  not  reached  the  age  when  he  feels  that  he  knows  all  there  is  to 
know  about  farming.'   Farm-account  hooks  were  started  on  seven  farms,  and  at 
this  time  arrangements  were  made  for  a  group  meeting  at  a  later  date  to  or- 
ganize a  club.   In  May,  1S23,  the  first  meeting  was  held  and  a  club  was  organ- 
ized.  Three  meetings  were  held  besides  a  one-day  field  tour.   The  following 
year  eight  regular  meetings  were  held  besides  a  field  tour." 

County  Agent  S.  A.  Edwards  in  Middlesex  County,  Conn.,  states  in  his 
annual  report:   "From  the  standpoint  of  increased  returns  in  dollars  and  cents 
on  the  farms  reached,  there  is  no  project  which  has  given  more  genuine  satis- 
faction than  the  farm-account  work  done  through  the  Young  Farmers'  Club  of 
Middlesex  County  during  the  past  year.   Starting  with  a  membership  of  10  this 
club  has  an  enrollment  of  30  members  scattered  throxighout  the  county. 

"The  increase  in  membership  has  been  brought  about  entirely  by  the  mem- 
bers interesting  other  young  farmers  in  the  work  and  inviting  them  to  attend 
meetings  to  learn  more  about  the  club.   These  visits  have  almost  invariably 
meant  the  placing  of  a  new  account  book. 
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"The  success  of  this  work  is  all  the  more  striking  "because  in  the  past 
the  keeping  of  farm  accounts  has  "been  an  unpopular  practice.   This  method  of 
popularizing  an  unpopular  practice  is  certainly  to  be  commended,  especially 
since  the  keeping  of  careful  farm  accounts  is  fundamentally  essential." 

Another  State  is  that  of  V/isconsin  which  in  1926  "began  organizing  4-H 
forestry  clubs.   These  clubs  are  for  boys  between  14  and  21  years  of  age.   The 
project  is,  therefore,  in  the  experimental  state,  although  this  type  of  extension 
work  was  carried  on  in  14  counties  in  1027.   It  is,  however,  another  attempt  to 
provide  some  form  of  extension  work  for  older  farm  boys. 

In  Tillamook  County,  Ore.,  we  find  Junior  Farm-Account . Clubs.   These  are 
organized  for  boys  14  to  21  years  of  age,  with  a  prerequisite  of  at  least  two 
years  of  successful  completion  of  4-*H  club  work.   This  project  was  outlined  by 
the  farm  management  demonstrator,  1.  S.  Besse;  the  Staae  club  leader,  H.  C. 
Seymore;  and  the  county  club  agent  D.  H.  Kennedy.  A  banker  in  the  county  is 
the  local  leader  of  this  club.   Since  a  major  part  of  the  farm  income  in  the 
county  is  derived  from  dairying,  the  three  lines  of  work  carried  on  are  farm 
layout,  farm  accounts,  and  dairy  herd  management.   The  number  engaged  in  this 
project  is  relatively  small,  but  it  is  a  beginning  in  extension  work  for  the 
older  young  people. 

In  Harford  Co^onty,  lid.,  a  different  procedure  is  followed.   'The  plan 
there  is  to  bring  these  boys  at  the  end  of  their  4-H  club  experience  into  es- 
tablished adult  organizations.   Rormore  County  Agent  B.  B.  Derrick  has  the  fol- 
lowing to  say  relative  to  the  work  done  by  this  group: 

"While  we  are  commencing  to  face  this  proposition  a  little  more  ©ach 
year,  so  far  as  we  have  been  successful  in  bringing  these  boys  into  established 
adult  organizations  and  make  them  rather  prominent  figures  along  their  particu- 
lar lines,  I  have  sometimes  wondered  whether  it  wouldn't  be  an  advantage  to 
formulate  a  second  organization  from  21  to  25  years,  or  until  the  club  boy  takes 
a  farm  for  himself. 

"We  have  set  as  our  goal  to  have  our  clxib  boys  ready  to  enter  business  for 
themselves  at  the  p,ge   of  21.  We  have,  therefore,  tried  to  develop  the  dairy 
herd,  the  swine  herd,  the  poultry  flock,  the  seed  corn  business,  and  the  tomato 
demonstration  to  such  a  point  that  at  the  time  the  boy  is  21  he  will  be  thorough- 
ly capable  of  carrying  on  this  work  as  an  adult  demonstrator. 

"On  November  1st  we  had  13  dairy  herds  ranging  from  4  to  21  animals;  26 
ranging  from  2  to  4,   Our  swine  boys  have  also  developed  so  well  that  next  year 
we  are  going  to  try  to  send  two  boys  on  a  show  circuit  instead  of  one.   Our 
poultry  clubs  are  being  developed  along  the  flock  management  basis.   Corn  clubs 
have  been  developing  where  our  older  boys  are  running  5  acre  demonstrations." 

Still  another  State  is  Minnesota.   In  Redwood  County,  County  Agent  Lynn 
Sheldon,  cooperating  with  t  he  county  commissioner  of  schools,  found  by  means 
of  a  survey  that  there  were  aboiit  1,100  rural  young  people,  betweenpthe  ages  of  17 
and  23,  who  were  not  attending  school.   Some  5uC  replies  were  received  to  a 
circular  letter  sent  to  this  group  asking  if  they  would  be  interested  in  some 
extension  organization  for  themselves.   Unfavorable  weather  prevailed  on  the 
day  designated  for  a  meeting  at  Redwood  Ralls,  but  approximately  150  attended. 
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*  In  the  forenoon,  all  of  these  young  people  listened  to  a  proposed  outline  of  the 
organization  as  presented  "by  the  State  club  leader,  T.  A.  Erickson,  the  district 
county  agent  leader  F.  J.  Brown,  and  the  county  extension  agent.  After  the  lunch 
hour  the  group  divided,  the  young  men  going  to  one  section  and  the  young  ladies 
to  another.   In  the  sectional  meetings  the  boys  decided  on  swine,  dairy,  and 
corn  projects,  while  the  girls  chose  clothing,  room  Improvement  and  home  beau- 
tification.   They  decided  to  use  subject  matter  prepared  for  4-H  club  work  but 
to  enlarge  the  project  requirements.   Following  this  meeting,  local  organiza- 
O    tions  were  perfected  in  five  different  points  in  the  county  and  a  county  hoard 
cf  directors  was  "brought  into  existence  which  was  to  meet  each  month  with  the 
county  agent  to  outline  the  policies  of  the  county  organization.  At  the  end  of 
the  first  year  80  per  cent  of  these  young  people  had  completed  their  projects. 
During  the  summer  they  staged  a  three-day  summer  camp  to  which  they  were  generous 
enough  to  invite  the  younger  4-H  club  members  of  the  county.   This  group  also 
supervised  the  extension  activities  at  the  county  fair  and  prepared  the  county 
extension  exhibit  at  the  State  fair.   The  girls  planned  an  automobile  tour,  par- 
ticipated in  "by  ahout  40  girls,  at  which  time  they  visited  the  room  improvement 
and  home  heautification  project  at  the  homes  of  the  girls „ 

During  the  winter,  Director  F.  W,  Peck  of  Minnesota  conducted  a  course  on 
"The  Business  Side  of  Farming"  for  the  hoys  in  this  group.   They  met  once  each 
month  during  December,  January,  Fehruary,  and  March.   Some  laboratory  work  was 
done  hy  25  or  40  hoys  on  their  own  farms.  Miss  velma  Slocum,  assistant  State 
club  leader,  met  with  the  girls  for  work  in  advanced  sewing.  They  considered 
the  planning  of  personal  clothing  budgets  and  family  clothing  budgets  for  a 
period  of  three  years.   In  his  1927  annual  report  Director  Feck  comments  on  this 
work  as  follows; 

"The  maximum  club  age  for  hoys  and  girls  in  the  regular  4-H  club  work  in 
Minnesota  is  20  years ?   Inasmuch  as  club  work  has  been  going  on  in  this  State 
for  the  past  several  years,  there  are  a  large  number  cf  the  older  club  members 
who  have  had  a  number  of  years'  experience  in  regular,  organized  hoys'  clubs, 
hut  who  have  now  reached  the  age  when  they  should  he  assuming  a  certain  amount 
of  responsibility  in  the  farm  "business  and  should  have  their  interest  awakened 
and  kept  active  in  some  particular  phase  of  farm  project  work. 

"In  order  to  bridge  this  gap  "between  the  maximum  club  age  and  the  time 
of  active  investment  and  proprietorship  in  farming,  an  advanced  club  project  or 
father  and  son  partnership  plan  working  with  older  club  hoys  has  been  instituted 
in  Redwood  and  Martin  Counties. 

£        "This  is  essentially  a  farm-management  project  rather  than  a  club  project, 
but  inasmuch  as  it  grew  out  of  the  club  work  in  an  attempt  to  "build  onto  the 
foundations  given  hy  club  work,  it  is  called  an  advanced  club- farm-management 
*    project. 

"On  October  1,  W.  D.  Stegner  was  placed  in  the  field  representing  the 
club  department  and  the  farm-management  work  combined,  to  obtain  coopera/tors  on 
definite  farm  projects  on  the  partnership  "basis, 
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"The  projects  adopted  with  22  cooperators  in  Redwood  County  and  18  in 
Martin  County  are  grouped  among  the  following '6  projects'; ■ 'BairyiAg,'  poultry,  hahy 
"beef,  swine,  sheep,  and  a  rental-lease  partnership  for  the  farm  "business  hy 
two  of  the  oldest  hoys  enrolled.   The  ages  of  the  cooperators  vary  from  20  to 
28. 

"The  plans  so  far  are  wholly  tentative  and  experimental.   The  projects 
have  been  started;  a  plan  has  "been  proposed  for  follow-up  during  the  year  with 
a  proposed  group  of  meetings  of  a  social  and  "business  nature. 

"This  project  will  "be  watched  closely  from  the  standpoint  of  administra- 
tion in  order  to  evaluate  the  various  projects  and  to  determine  if  possible 
what  recommendations  can  he  made  for  expanding  this  work  if  it  seems  to  he 
successful,  in  other  counties." 

In  the  light  of  the  experience  of  several  States  relative  to  extension 
work  with  rural  young  people  ahove  4-K  cluh  age,  it  is  apparent  that  the  greater 
number  are  approaching  the  matter  from  the  farm  management  and  home  management 
standpoints . 

A  study  of  this  rather  recently  developed  phase  of  extension  work  leads 
to  certain  conclusions  which  at  this  time  may  he  hriefly  summarized  as  follows: 

Rural  young  people  of  the  above-mentioned  age  group  seemingly  welcome 
an  extension  organization  designed  especially  for  them.   If  a  separate  organi- 
zation is  inadvisahle  locally,  carefully  prepared  extension  activities  attract 
their  sustained  interest  and  attention. 

The  extension  project  or  demonstration  provides  a  sound  basis  for  actual 
working  operations  as  well  as  for  social  relations.  An  organization  for  social 
purposes  alone  holds  such  a  group  only  temporarily  and  does  not  warrant  the 
efforts  of  extension  agents.   The  project,  however,  not  only  familiarizes  the 
group  with  extension  activities  hut  provides  a  workahle  hasis  for  wholesome 
social  relationships. 

Studies  made  thus  far  indicate  that  the  number  of  rural  young  people 
ahove  4-H  cluh  age  is  sufficiently  large  in  many  counties  to  merit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  extension  service. 
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